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Background

* Number of regional and bilateral trade or economic 
partnership/cooperation agreements involving Asia-
Pacific countries have increased dramatically

* Second ARTNeT Consultative Meeting of Trade 
Policymakers and Research Institutions (6-7 October 
2005)

* Preliminary results of the 2004-5 research effort on 
trade facilitation indicates further work in the area.
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Result of Private Sector Survey: Key 
Constraints

11%

18%
10%

16%

6%

14% 6%
19%

Customs valuation Technical or sanitary requirements
Inspection and release of goods Obtaining of import license
Tariff  classif ication Identif ication of origin of the goods
Submission of documents for clearance Payment of fees and penalties
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• The regional cooperation initiatives now often go 
well beyond tariff barriers to address non-tariff 
barriers and trade facilitation issues, for example 
through enhanced customs cooperation 
mechanisms.

• Provisions in SAFTA

• There is a need to study how trade facilitation 
issues are addressed in selected preferential trade 
agreements and other regional initiatives in 
existence

Background
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• Benefits associated with trade facilitation in a regional 
context may be investigated, along with issues related 
to the implementation of the WTO Customs valuation 
agreement. 

• Possible implications for the WTO negotiations on 
trade facilitation should be derived, as well as 
recommendations on how to address trade facilitation 
issues through preferential trading agreements.

Background
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Objectives

- derive policy implications for the WTO negotiations 
on trade facilitation, as well as detailed 
recommendations on how SAFTA could enhance 
trade facilitation at the regional level.

* their experience in customs valuation reform

- analyze the impact of these initiatives and reforms on 
trade, selected national Governments, and the private 
sector. 

The objective of the study is
* to review regional and bilateral trade agreements and 

related trade facilitation initiatives in SA



7

Approach and Methodology

The study would focus on 
1. Provisions related to TF in SAFTA and 

other RTAs in South Asia 
2. Linkages with on-going WTO negotiations
3. Implications for the negotiations; 

recommendation for SAFTA
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Tentative Outline

The study outline may tentatively include:
• Introduction
• Trade facilitation in SAFTA and other regional and bilateral initiatives in South 

Asia: Implementation/Progress, Impact, and linkages with on-going WTO 
negotiations
- Literature review
- Methodology
- Results

• Implementation of the WTO Customs valuation agreement in South Asia: the 
case of India and lessons learned
- Methodology
- Results

• Implications for the negotiations and policy makers; recommendation for 
SAFTA

• Concluding Remarks
• References
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