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Dear distinguished participants and resource persons, 

 

I am very pleased to welcome you to this UNDP/ESCAP 

ARTNeT Consultative Meeting on Trade Facilitation and Regional 

Integration, for three reasons. 

First, I am pleased that this meeting brings together government, 

private sector and civil society experts from the region to reflect 

together based on “home-grown” research and analysis. This is a core 

function of the Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network (ARTNeT) 

and of ESCAP Trade and Investment Division to facilitate organization 

of such forums, and I very much look forward to the outcome of the 

discussions that will take place in the next two days. 

Second, this is the first time UNDP and ESCAP jointly organize a 

consultative meeting under the ARTNeT framework. The Asia-Pacific 

Research and Training Network on Trade (ARTNeT) is a young 

network, but has emerged as a useful collaborative platform between  

regional and international organizations that share a common objective 

of building trade and investment policy research capacity of developing 



countries and strengthening the analytical basis for effective trade 

policy decision making. I sincerely thank the UNDP Regional Office in 

Colombo for jointly organizing this ARTNeT and look forward to 

future collaboration with UNDP, as well as with IDRC, Canada, WTO 

and other ARTNeT core partners within this framework. 

Third, this meeting is very timely. The WTO Negotiations under 

the Doha Development Agenda have been unfortunately “suspended”, 

and that raises important questions about the future of a WTO Trade 

Facilitation Agreement. This meeting will give us an opportunity to 

reflect on this recent development and to discuss alternative ways to 

make progress on trade facilitation, including possibly through 

enhancing and harmonizing trade facilitation provisions in regional 

trade agreements. 

 

Dear distinguished participants and resource persons, 

 

Apart from the WTO Trade facilitation negotiations, three issues 

are to be discussed in this meeting, which emerged as important issues 

during the ARTNeT Consultative Meeting of Policymakers and 

Research Institutions held in October 2006 in Macao, China. 

The first issue relates to Customs Valuation and the 

implementation of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement. This was 

highlighted as the single most problematic trade facilitation issues in 

private sector surveys conducted by ARTNeT in five countries in the 



region in 2005. It is therefore important to further examine the problems 

associated with customs valuation and to discuss potential solutions. 

Useful lessons from country’s experiences in implementing the WTO 

customs valuation agreement may also be drawn for the design of an 

effective trade facilitation agreement at the WTO. 

The second emerging issue relates to trade logistics services 

liberalization and its potential impact on trade facilitation and the 

reduction of trade transaction costs. Indeed, the need for countries to 

develop their logistics service sector arises as regional production 

networks become more important, making it more likely (and costly) for 

countries without efficient logistics to be left out of these networks. 

The third issue, to be discussed tomorrow, relates to the emergence of 

preferential trade arrangements, and potential implications for 

policymakers involved in their design and monitoring, including their 

impact on trade facilitation. As already mentioned, this issue is 

particularly important as the future of a multilateral agreement on trade  

facilitation is now uncertain. 

As I conclude, I would like to give special thanks to Ambassador 

Noor, who come all the way from Geneva to share his views on the 

WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations, as someone directly involved in 

these negotiations. 

I would like to remind you that the expected outcome of the 

meeting is a set of draft recommendations to policymakers, ESCAP, 

UNDP, and the trade facilitation research community on how to tackle 



the trade facilitation issues discussed in this forum. I look forward to the 

contribution of each and every one of you to these recommendations. 

I wish you a successful workshop and a pleasant stay at UNESCAP. 

 

Thank you. 


