
 1

             
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 
MARKHUB/ARTNeT 
 
Emerging trade issues for policymakers in developing countries of Asia and the Pacific  
   Trade Governance of New Era 
 
4-6 March 2009 
Manila, Philippines 
 
 

OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. RAVI RATNAYAKE, DIRECTOR, TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT DIVISION, THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
 

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I extend my warm greetings and best wishes to all the 

distinguished participants of this workshop, which originally was scheduled for December 2008 but 
had to be postponed until now. This workshop is the third one organized by ARTNeT, ESCAP in 
collaboration with the World Trade Organization (WTO) under a project funded by the Government 
of Macao Special Administrative Region of China. The project seeks to build institutional capacity in 
trade policy design, implementation and analysis. It was established as part of the ESCAP response to 
demands by stakeholders in the region for more locally generated knowledge in the area of 
international trade and trade policy. So far two books - collections of papers presented at the research 
workshops, and a number of online working papers known as MARKePAPERS have been published 
through the project webpage hosted by ARTNeT. In addition, we held five regional seminars and 
dialogues on WTO-and trade-related issues since project started. 
Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 

 
The research workshop held in 2007 was convened during a time when the completion of the 

Doha Round negotiation seemed closer and only traces of worrying signals arising form early sub-
prime mortgage crisis in the United States of America were visible. Not even the worst pessimists 
among the 2007 participants expected that by the time of our next meeting we would need to focus on 
bail-out and recovery packages and their contribution to increasing protectionism. As we reconvene 
this year, the conclusion of the  Doha Round’s is not any closer, but trade has started to decline for the 
first time in decades. The trading, investment and finance environment for policymakers, negotiators, 
producers and traders has become less transparent and less predictable. This is not a welcome change 
after more than half a century of steadily increasing predictability of trading rules. This increases the 
importance of advocating the benefits emerging from an orderly and functioning multilateral trading 
system. But more urgently, the current crisis calls for new ideas on avoiding trade protectionism and 
increasing trade flows and maintaining open trade regimes at all levels.  

Trade as a policy instrument in development strategies perhaps needs to be re-visited to 
continue to contribute to equitable and sustainable growth and inclusive development of countries in 
Asia and the Pacific. This cannot be achieved in an environment of unpredictable and opaque rules. 
Nor can it be achieved by treating trade as if it existed in a vacuum devoid of social, economic and 
political consequences. Therefore this years workshop focuses on trade governance. It is of great 
interest to identify needs and concerns of developing and the least developed countries with respect to 
their membership in the multilateral trading system and also many preferential trade agreements that 
seem to generate mini trade regimes. It seems that those two types of trading disciplines may not be 
complimentary in all aspects and it is necessary to align them better. The workshop also investigates 
the prospects of governance of trade in agriculture, of behind the border measures affecting trade 
flows, trade facilitation and other topics. 
Distinguished participants,  

 
In collaboration with our partners, we have brought together researchers from across the 

region, both from academia and from policy-oriented research institutions, as well as policymakers 
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and the representatives of civil society, in the hope that their deliberations during the workshop and 
continued interaction after it will enhance local analytical capacity in the region in the area of trade 
policy making.  

 
I am confident that this third research workshop will meet its objective of providing a 

comprehensive and detailed review of the received research on issues that matter to policymakers in 
the region and that it will contribute to sharing of knowledge for the benefit of all, which is the main 
objective of MARKHUB.  

 
We are thankful for the generous support of the government of Macao, SAR, Economic 

Services; the WTO secretariat and in particular to Mr. Patrick Low, Director of the WTO Research 
and Statistics Division; and to Dr. Evan Due of the International Development Research Centre of 
Canada, the steadfast supporter of ARTNeT; to UNCTAD’s Trade Analysis Branch and Mr. Hiroaki 
Kuwahara for continued collaboration with ARTNeT on many capacity development projects; and, 
lastly but certainly not least to Philippine Institute for Development Studies, our ARTNeT member for 
supporting the ARTNeT research programme and also for excellent logistical support to this meeting.  

 
I wish this workshop all success. 
 
Thank you.  


	ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

