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 APTIAD BRIEFING NOTE  

               
MARCH 2012 

An update on the trade agreements of Asia-
Pacific economies1 

 
As of 3 March 2012, Asia-Pacific economies have put in force a total of 128 trade 
agreements at bilateral and plurilateral or regional levels. These are some of the 
interesting “factoids” on Asia-Pacific regionalism: 
 

• Economies of Asia and the Pacific are associated with almost 190 agreements, 
of which 128 are in force, and the rest are at various stages of negotiations. 
 

• There are currently 98 bilateral trade agreements in force, 45 of which are 
signed with an economy outside Asia and the Pacific. Turkey has the largest 
number of trade agreements with “non-regional” partners, followed by Central 
Asian economies. Other Asian countries, when signing agreements with 
partners outside the region, target mostly partners in Latin America. 
 

• Number of average trade agreements under implementation is 6.8; 50 out of 
58 regional members and associate members of ESCAP have already put in 
force at least one trade agreement. Singapore now shares the top rank with 
Turkey with the largest number of agreements under implementation (20) 
followed by India (17) and Thailand (16). Not all of these are notified to the 
WTO. 
 

• There are 15 regional and plurilateral trade agreements, and the average 
number of countries per agreement is 8.1 (maximum is 15, and minimum 3). 
 

• Most of the agreements (58 out of 128) are declared as free trade 
agreements covering only goods liberalization, and another 41 cover goods 
and services liberalization. Only 16 are declared as having partial scope. 
 

• There are only 3 customs unions, one of which is between a country and 
another regional block (Turkey-EU). 
 

• Noodle bowl gets fuller fast, as more and more countries add agreements with 
same partners (in different configuration) and there has been no initiative 
towards consolidation of agreements, to reduce the number of those with the 
same membership. 
 

                                                
1 Asia-Pacific is defined by regional ESCAP members and associate members. Therefore this count includes 
trade agreements under implementation signed by the ESCAP regional members and associate members 
within Asia-Pacific and with members outside the region. Only agreements officially under implementation 
are considered. The agreements considered global such as GSTP are also not taken into account. There 
are almost 60 agreements reported by Governments of Asia-Pacific economies as being in different stages 
of negotiation. 
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More information on types and scope of Asia-Pacific regionalism is provided in the 
attached tables and figures.  
 

Table 1. Number of agreements by type showing “depth” of liberalization 
 

Type of agreement Number 

Free trade agreement /area 58 
Free trade agreement and Economic integration 
agreement2 41 

Partial scope agreement2 16 

Framework agreement 10 

Customs union 3 

Total in force  128 
 

 
 
 

Figure 1. Break-down of trade agreements by type (in %) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Economic Integration Agreement is agreement covering services trade liberalization (using WTO 
terminology). Partial scope agreements are typically South-South agreements notified (or meant to be 
notified) under the Enabling Clause (and thus implicitly meaning that they might not meet one or all of the 
conditions of the GATT Article XIX). It is also necessary to note that some FTA are notified under the 
Enabling clause. 
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Figure 2. Break-down of trade agreements by type and scope 

 

 
 
 
Table 2. Number of members in plurilateral and regional trade agreements 

 
 

Regional /plurilateral trade agreements 
Number of 
members 

D-8 PTA  8 

PTN  14 

APTA 6 

ASEAN 10 

BIMSTEC  7 

CISFTA 11 

ECOTA 10 

EURASEC 5 

GUAM FTA 4 

MSG  4 

PICTA  12 

CU RUSSIA-KAZAKHSTAN-BELARUS 3 

SAFTA  8 

SPARTECA 15 

Trans-Pacific SEP 4 

Average number of members  8.1 
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Table 3. Number of agreements in force and under negotiations per economy3  
 

                                                
3 Number of agreements in force and in total includes the GSTP (a global agreement), which was not 

taken into account in the previous tables. American Samoa, French Polynesia, Guam, New Caledonia, 
Northern Mariana Islands and Timor-Leste do not report any trade agreements. Total number of 
agreements also includes pending agreements when they exist. Average calculated only for economies 
with 1 or more agreements. 
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Figure 3. Number of agreements per Asia-Pacific economy 
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Figure 4. Asia-Pacific “noodle bowl” 
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About APTIAD – 

YOUR GATEWAY TO INFORMATION ON  
PREFERENTIAL TRADE 

AGREEMENTS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
 
In order to provide a useful tool for observers and stakeholders (government, 
researchers and policy analysts) to monitor and analyze the development of trade 
agreements in this new environment, Trade Policy Section of Trade and Investment 
Division (TID) of ESCAP launched an online database, known as Asia-Pacific Trade 
and Investment Agreements Database or APTIAD and available at 
http://www.unescap.org/tid/aptiad. It comprises three platforms: Trade Agreements 
Database (TAD); Interactive Trade Indicators (ITI) and Glossary. 
 
Trade Agreements Database platform provides detailed descriptive and updated 
information on the provisions of regional trade agreements (RTAs) / bilateral trade 
agreements (BTAs) involving one or more members from the Asia-Pacific region that 
are either signed, in force or under negotiations. By March 2012 there were 187 such 
agreements, including those agreements that have not been notified to the WTO but 
for which there is official information readily available, and also those agreements 
under negotiation for which there has been at least a first formal negotiation round.  
 
The online database allows searches in two ways. One relates to the agreements 
themselves where users could search by titles, members, key terms, types and 
scopes of agreements and their status. Another one is the possibility to search 
publications relevant to regional integration and trade agreements. For easier use 
of the database, users can download a Glossary of related terms. There are also 
links to national trade statistics of each country. The database is continuously 
updated and expanded to include statistics on trade flows between countries that are 
members of individual agreements. Furthermore indicators to monitor performance 
of trade agreements are developed and calculated for individual economies and trade 
agreements in the region. Some of the indicators are: export propensity, trade 
dependence, trade shares, export-import coverage, normalized trade balance, and 
trade shares. 
 
Furthermore an Interactive Trade Indicators platform allows for a calculation of a 
number of other indicators including export growth rates, trade complementarity, 
revealed comparative advantage, or intra-industry trade. These indicators allow for 
quick and easy monitoring of developments in trade patterns and trade flows at 
single economy and trade agreements levels. 

 
 
 

APTIAD Secretariat:  
     Trade Policy Section, Trade and Investment Division, ESCAP 
     e-mail: unescap‐aptiad@un.org ;  
     Tel: +66‐2‐2881410 
     www.unescap.org/tid/aptiad; 


