
 

 

 

Event Report 

How Can We Harness Science, Technology & 
Innovation to Build Back Better?  

Online, 12pm-1pm Bangkok time, 25 May 2021 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the ARTNET on STI 

Policy launched their new webinar series - InnovaTea Conversations on Innovation Policy. This 

inaugural session explored how we can harness science, technology and innovation (STI) to build more 

sustainable, inclusive and resilient post-COVID economies in Asia and the Pacific.   

Our panellists raised three important points:  

First, we must see STI as an investment, and not an expenditure. Dr Kanchana Wanichkorn, Vice 

President, NXPO Thailand, noted the need for result-driven policies and that Thailand is focusing its STI 

investments in the bio-circular green (BCG) economic model. Dr Chi Ung Song, Vice President, STEPI 

Republic of Korea, mentioned that STI is a critical element of the Korean New Deal to build back better, 

which his based on three pillars: the Digital New Deal, the Green New Deal and strengthening 

employment and social safety nets. Ms Tina Jabeen, CEO, Startup Bangladesh, noted the vast 

employment, health, educational, gender, financial and social benefits that well-coordinated digital 

initiatives can have in Bangladesh.  

Secondly, to make the most of STI investments, strong collaboration and governance is critical. Dr 

Christopher Tremewan, Secretary General, APRU, encouraged intraregional collaboration beyond 

geopolitical interests and safeguarding the independence of academic institutions. Ms Neth Daño, 

Director Asia, ETC Group, The Philippines, also recalled the need to encourage political accountability, 

a fair use of technology, South-South collaboration and leaving no-one behind.  

Thirdly, partnerships, including with formal actors, are critical to advance STI. Dr Tremewan 

encouraged scientific collaboration across borders and Ms Daño emphasised the need to also seek 

information from less formal sources of knowledge and to engage local communities to be part of the 

solution. 

ARTNETonSTI Policy conducted a survey among the webinar participants to explore which topics and 

products should be supported by the network. The top three topics of interest for the audience were:  

inclusive technology & innovation policies (81 per cent respondents selected this topic); innovative 

business models (68 per cent); and innovation in innovation policy (68 per cent). The preferred 

products were: research (75 per cent); communities of practice (56 per cent); webinars and policy 

discussions (53 per cent); policy guidelines (53 per cent); and training on STI policy (53 per cent). 

Participants see the network is important for sharing research findings (64 per cent); accessing advice 

on specific policy areas (61 per cent); conducting joint research (58 per cent) and receiving support for 

conducting research (58 per cent). 

You can watch the video of the event here. 

https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.nxpo.or.th/th/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmKTYJrD7-c
https://artnet.unescap.org/sti
https://www.unescap.org/

