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Distinguished Participants and Resource Persons, 
 

I am very pleased to welcome you to this Third ARTNeT Consultative Meeting of 
Policymakers and Research Institutions and to convey a message from Mr. Kim Hak-Su, United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of UNESCAP. 

 
The message reads as follows and I quote: 
 
“Since it was launched in October 2004 as a joint initiative of UNESCAP and the 

International Development Research Centre (IDRC, Canada), the Asia-Pacific Research and 
Training Network (ARTNeT) has expanded from only 10 founding member research institutions 
in 2004 to over 20 national-level research institutions. It has also evolved into a regional 
collaborative research platform involving key trade-related international organizations, notably 
UNCTAD, the WTO and UNDP. 

 
Feedback from research institutions participating in ARTNeT capacity-building 

activities has been positive.  At the recently concluded second session of the intergovernmental 
Committee on Managing Globalization held last September, UNESCAP members reaffirmed 
the need for home-grown and region-specific trade policy analysis and research The mandate for 
UNESCAP to support ARTNeT was also recently strengthened with the adoption of 
Commission Resolution 62/6 on Managing globalization through strengthened regional 
cooperation in trade and investment.  The Resolution gave UNESCAP a mandate to conduct 
research on and analysis of key trade and investment issues of importance to the region and to 
organize forums to foster discussion of these issues among governments and between 
governments and civil society, including the research community. 

 
As we enter the last year of the first phase of ARTNeT and prepare for a second phase, it 

is important to recall that the long-term goal of ARTNeT is to provide high quality and relevant 
analysis to policymakers. To reach that goal, continuous commitment is needed not only from 
ARTNeT members and partners, but also from Governments. Constructive suggestions and 
feedback from Government focal points and participants on their trade research and related 
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needs is essential for reaching this goal. The UNESCAP Secretariat therefore looks forward to 
listening to your ideas and views during this meeting and to facilitating the implementation of 
the research programme following its discussion and approval tomorrow. 

 
On behalf of UNESCAP and of all the research institutions that have benefited from 

ARTNeT since its inception, I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep 
appreciation to IDRC, Canada, for its unwavering support to the long-term development of 
ARTNeT.  

 
I would also like to thank WTO and UNDP for significant contribution to ARTNeT and 

look forward to further collaboration with both organizations, as well as with UNCTAD, 
particularly as we prepare for launching ARTNeT phase II in October 2007.” 
 
Distinguished Participants and Resource Persons,  
 

That concludes the message of Mr. Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of UNESCAP. 
 
Thank you. 


