
Update on Implementation of ARTNeT Research Programme 2005-6 

The updated ARTNeT research programme was approved during the Second ARTNeT Consultative 
Meeting held in Macao, China, on 6-7 October 2005. The Meeting decided to continue the thematic study on 
trade facilitation and to begin a new regional study on trade liberalization in services. It was also agreed that 
a number of short-term research studies would be conducted on selected focus areas, including WTO, Mode 
4 and supply-side issues. 

The status of implementation of the programme as of October 2006 is summarized below. Please feel free 
to contact the ARTNeT Secretariat at artnetontrade@un.org for more information. 

Thematic study on trade facilitation - Year 2 
 
The research effort covers the following three issues: (1) WTO customs Valuation Agreement (CVA): 
Implementation issues and lessons learned; (2) Trade Facilitation in Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs); (3) 
Trade Facilitation and Liberalization in Trade Logistics Services 

• Preliminary results of the studies were presented at the ARTNeT Consultative Meeting on 
Trade Facilitation and Regional Integration, 17-18 Aug. 2006 
http://www.unescap.org/tid/artnet/mtg/tfri.asp 

• Studies already publicly available (as ARTNeT working papers): 
        http://www.unescap.org/tid/artnet/publication.asp
 
         AWP16: The Relationship between Liberalization in the Logistics Sector and 

Trade Facilitation 
AWP17: A Comparative Analysis of Trade Facilitation in Selected Regional 

and Bilateral Trade Agreement
AWP18: Implementation of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement in Nepal: 

An Ex-ante Impact Assessment

 
 
 
 
 
 AWP19: Rules of Origin in Emerging Asia-Pacific Preferential Trade 

Agreements: Will PTAs Promote Trade and Development?   
 
 
Pending studies: 

- The impact of Trade Facilitation on ASEAN members’ Trade 
- Trade Facilitation, Customs Valuation and Regional Integration in Selected Pacific 

Island Countries ( Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Tonga) 
- China’s Liberalization in Trade Logistics Services: Lessons learned and Policy 

Implications 
- Customs Valuation: Case Study on India 

Regional study on services trade liberalization  

This study consists of a comparative study of the banking and insurance sectors in Nepal, Bangladesh 
and Malaysia complemented by an examination of financial services liberalization in the EU to derive 
lessons for ASEAN and the Asia-Pacific Region. These studies on financial services and liberalization are 
supplemented by a study assessing barriers to trade in education services in developing ESCAP 
countries, as well as a number of other short-term studies (ST06-4 and 8). 

• All studies are on-going and expected to be delivered and publicly released before the end of the 
year 2006. Preliminary results of some of the studies were presented at the WTO/ESCAP 
Advanced Regional Seminar on Multi Negotiations in Services for Asian and Pacific Economies, 
19-21 September 2006, Kolkata, India http://www.unescap.org/tid/projects/negoservice.asp 

 
Short-term studies 
 
Eight short-term studies are on-going and most are expected to be completed in November 2006. 
Advanced drafts of some of the studies are available in the ARTNeT Virtual Meeting Room 
(www.artnetontrade.org) for review by advisors and interested policymakers and researchers. 

• ST06-1: Promoting exports: Some lessons from the Indonesian manufacturing sector; 
• ST06-2: Institutional structure and trade in Pacific Island countries; 
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• ST06-3: Trade liberalization and development in the ICT sector: Impact on household welfare in 
Viet Nam; 

• ST06-4: Services-manufacturing production links: Has liberalization tightened the screws?; 
• ST06-5: Assessing barriers to trade in education services in developing UNESCAP countries: an 

empirical analysis; 
• ST06-6: Enhancing the Movement of Natural Persons in the ASEAN Region: Prospect and 

Constraints; 
• ST06-7: Utilization rates of preferences in bilateral and regional trade agreements: Sri Lanka’s 

Experience; 
• ST06-8: Anti-dumping, Countervailing Duties and Other Defensive Measures: Trends in Asia-

Pacific and Lessons for Least Developed Countries 
 

 


