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Dear distinguished participants and resource persons, 
 

I am very pleased to welcome you to this Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network 
on Trade (ARTNeT) Consultative Meeting on Trade and Investment Policy Coordination. 
  
 The purpose of this ARTNeT consultative meeting is to provide a regional forum for 
discussion of the need for more coordination between trade, investment and other policies at the 
national level, as well as the need for cross-border harmonization of investment rules, including  
through investment provisions in preferential trade agreements, based on draft research papers 
and preliminary findings resulting from the implementation of the ARTNeT Research 
Programme 2007, a programme that was endorsed by policymakers and research institutions 
during the Third ARTNeT Consultative Meeting of Policymakers and Research Institutions held 
in Macao, China in November 2006. 
  
 What are the linkages between trade and investment? Do governments take into account 
these linkages while making policy decisions, and if so, how? Is coordination between trade and 
investment policies and regulations an important issue for the private sector? How important is 
overall policy coherence in ensuring developing countries can fully benefit from trade and 
investment liberalization? What are the most appropriate levels of policy response? Global, 
regional, national? There are no easy answers to these important and complex questions. 
However, I am confident the group of experts assembled here today will make a significant 
contribution toward clarifying the underlying issues and developing recommendations, 
particularly keeping in mind the special needs of least developed countries. The discussions and 
exchanges of views between participants from different countries and stakeholder groups are 
expected to form the basis for further ARTNeT research work on trade, investment and policy 
coherence, with a view to strengthening the analytical basis for effective development friendly 
trade and investment policy decision making. 
 
Dear distinguished participants and resource persons, 
 

As we are moving forward to a second phase, it is important to recall that the long-term 
goal of ARTNeT is to provide high quality and relevant analysis to policymakers. To reach that 
goal, continuous commitment is needed not only from ARTNeT members and partners, but also 
from Governments. Constructive suggestions and feedback from Government focal points and 
participants on their trade research and related needs is essential for reaching this goal. The 
UNESCAP Secretariat therefore looks forward to listening to your ideas and views during this 
meeting, particularly during tomorrow’s session on identification of emerging research 



questions on investment and policy coherence and the subsequent Consultation on ARTNeT 
Phase II. 

 
In that context, I take this opportunity to thank the government officials who contributed 

country briefs and notes and trade and investment policy coordination in their country. They 
will be circulated to all participants during the meeting, as sharing of information among 
countries of the region is considered an important way to foster regional development and 
integration. I trust your briefs may be of particular interest to research institutions to enhance 
their knowledge of how your governments may be operating. 

 
Dear distinguished participants and resource persons, 

 
On behalf of UNESCAP and of all the research institutions that have benefited from 

ARTNeT since its inception, I would like to express once again our deep appreciation to IDRC, 
Canada, for its unwavering support to the long-term development of ARTNeT, which we will 
discuss in some details in tomorrow’s special consultation. 

 
I would also like to thank the Government of Australia, the International Institute for 

Sustainable Development (IISD), and OECD for facilitating the participation of their respective 
experts on investment issues, which will certainly add great value to this consultation. I look 
forward to even closer cooperation between ESCAP and these institutions through ARTNeT 
during Phase II. 
 

Thank you. 


