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WIPO-UN ESCAP-UNEP Regional Workshop on the Environmentally Safe 

Disposal of Intellectual Property- Infringing Goods 

Bangkok, Thailand, November 21 to 23, 2013-11-17 

Brunei Darussalam Country Report 

 
1. Delegation:  Names, titles, organizations/ministries/departments represented, 

including a reference to professional responsibilities in relation to the disposal of 
IP-infringing goods, and contact details. 

 
Ahmad Nizam Ismail 
Deputy Registrar/ Deputy Senior Counsel 
BruIPO,  
Brunei Economic Development Board 
 

 

ASP Zamri Salleh Hj Mahmud 
Assistant Superintendent Police 
Royal Brunei Police Force 
Prime Minister’s Office 
 

 

Nurul Hayyadatul Amra binti Abu Bakar 
Senior Superintendent of Customs 
Royal Customs & Excise Department (RCED) 
Ministry of Finance 
 

 

Adi Syohreni binti Abdul Hadi 
Acting Senior Municipal Officer 
BSB Municipal Department 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

 

 
 
 

2. National legal frameworks (civil, criminal & administrative) relating to the seizure, 
storage and disposal of IP-infringing goods, including a reference to applicable 
international obligations relating to environmental protection. 

 
The National Legislation relating to the seizure, storage and disposal of IP-infringing 
goods includes; 
 

 Trade Marks Act; and  

 Emergency (Copyright) Order 1999 
 

Brunei Darussalam has become a signatory to certain international conventions and 
agreements dealing with environmental issues, including: 
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 The Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. For the 
Montreal Protocol, a country programme for phasing out consumption of 
ozone depleting substances has been finalised; 

 The Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES); 

 The ASEAN Agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources; 
and 

 The Convention on the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78). 
 

3. An overview of the issues, including obstacles/hurdles/challenges, that impact on 
the storage, disposal and destruction of IP-infringing goods seized by law 
enforcement agencies in your country. 

 
Since there is a very few cases relating to IP-infringing goods (either either criminal 
or civil cases) in Brunei Darussalam, there is hardly any issues arising to the storage, 
disposal and destruction of IP-infringing goods seized by law enforcement agencies.  
 
However, there is still a need for capacity building with the enforcement agencies in 
relation to conducting proper seizures of IP-infringing goods, management of storage 
and proper methods of disposal. 

 
 
 

4. Relevant information on:  
 

Procedures at the national level to dispose IP-infringing goods efficiently and in an 
environmentally friendly manner after a seizure; 
 
Special steps taken by the courts, law enforcement agencies or the private sector, 
to mitigate the impact on the environment during the destruction of infringing 
goods; 
 
Bi-lateral intergovernmental cooperation or partnership with neighboring 
countries or the private sector to facilitate the cost-efficient and environmentally 
friendly destruction or disposal of infringing goods. 
 
In Brunei Darussalam, the enforcement authorities do not have any power to order 
the disposal of IP-infringing goods. Only the Judicial authority has the power to order 
such remedy. The judge/magistrate will issue a court order to the enforcement 
authorities destroy the infringing goods that was seized during investigation. The 
court usually does not determine how the infringing goods are to be destroyed. The 
court will usually leave the method of disposal to the enforcement authorities. 
 
Before the disposal is carried out, both the RCED and RBPF will liaised with the 
Department of Environment, Recreation and Parks (JASTRE) on the method of 
disposal. JASTRE is the Brunei leading agency in dealing with environmental 
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protection and conservation in Brunei Darussalam; and serve as the Secretariat to 
the National Committee on the Environment. 
 
The RBPF usually determines the methods of which are best to destroy the infringing 
goods. It is usually either using a Grinding Machine or a Shredding Machine. After 
item is destroyed and deemed unusable, the items are then sent to the local 
Garbage Disposal Department to properly dispose of the items (usually by Burying). 
 
The methods of disposal usually practiced by the RCED basically depend on the 
nature of the goods itself. Generally they will either dispose the seized/forfeited IP-
infringing goods by burning the goods through an incinerator – medicine products; or 
crushing it using a steamroller – pirated CDs and DVDs 
 
Recently, the Bandar Seri Begawan Municipal Department with other licensing 
agencies under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Home Affairs, Negara Brunei 
Darussalam has confiscated a total of over 100,000 units of suspected infringing 
media optics. However since this was the first IP-infringement case for the Municipal 
Board, the case is still in arbitration process and the seized goods is still being kept 
confidentially in seize goods warehouse. The Municipal Board has yet to experience 
the disposal methods and appreciate this training prior to having experience the 
aforesaid. 

 
 

5. Environmental policy considerations which are taken into account by judges when 
assessing orders to be rendered relating to the disposal and/or destruction of IP-
infringing goods. 

 
The Brunei courts does not usually consider environmental policy when assessing 
orders to be rendered relating to the disposal and/or destruction of IP-infringing 
goods They will usually let the enforcement agencies administratively decide the 
method of disposal. As good practice, the enforcement agencies will administratively 
liaise with JASTRE in considering environmental issues when considering the method 
of disposal. 

 
6. Describe the capacity available for the environmentally friendly disposal of ozone 

depleting substances (ODS) and harmful substances and hazardous waste (HSHW). 
 
n/a 

 
7. Any other issue relating to the policy of storage, disposal and destruction of IP-

infringing goods, including for example the possibility for regional cooperation, 
enhanced public education, and support to strengthen civil society. 

 
n/a 

 

 


