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Distinguished Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 It is my privilege to convey to you a message from Mr. Kim Hak-Su, 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of UNESCAP.  

 
The message reads as follows and I quote: 
 
“Just a little less than a year has passed since we last had the privilege of 

collaborating with the Government of Macao Special Administrative Region, 
China, in the organization of an important High-level Government-Business 
Dialogue on the Doha Development Agenda.  

 
Subsequently, the hopes of the world and of the UNESCAP region were 

first raised by the outcome of the Hong Kong Ministerial Conference. Last July, 
those same hopes were crushed with the suspension of the Doha talks. Over the 
past four months, there have been dire predictions concerning the imminent 
collapse of world trade, a ruined multilateral trading system, the demise of the 
WTO, and the beginning of an era of trade wars. 
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Personally, I do not quite share this sense of gloom and doom. While we 
may expect changes to the institutional settings within which world trade would 
be conducted, trade as an economic activity will never cease. Trade was practised 
before the GATT/WTO system. And it would have continued even if this system 
had collapsed. 

This is because individual trading entities understand and value the gains 
from trade and the division of labor. Indeed, these gains could be eliminated 
through trade blockages that are mostly manmade. In such circumstances, 
peoples and nations may find recourse to self-sufficiency. 

But, such a state is no longer sustainable in the long term, as it deprives 
individuals and nations from developing a competitive edge through 
specializing in niche areas.  It also precludes the possibility of taking advantage 
of the benefits to be gained from a free exchange of goods, services and ideas. 

Every past attempt to build prosperity on the basis of self-sufficiency and 
protectionism, and without considering the interests of others, has sooner or later 
failed. 

            Modern technology and production in the last century led to a modern 
approach to trade and the establishment of a system of trading rules through 
GATT in 1947. Close to half a century later, those trading rules were 
institutionalized in the form of the WTO. 

In the UNESCAP region, there are over 20 economies which are still not 
members of the multilateral trading system. They, and all the other economies, 
are members and associate members of UNESCAP. They are trading economies 
whose continuous growth and development depend on trade. The collective 
GDP of UNESCAP economies depends on their trade with the rest of the world 
to the extent of 50 per cent, and almost as much on their mutual trade with each 
other. 

To ensure that these economies may continue to use trade as a 
development tool, the secretariat has initiated a project to generate and 
disseminate policy-oriented research. This project enjoys the generous and 
enthusiastic support of the Government of Macao Special Administrative Region, 
for which I am most grateful.  

The project emphasizes international trade issues of importance to 
developing countries of the UNESCAP region. Furthermore, the project aims to 
establish a clearing house for “good practices” on trade policies. 

We hope that this will lead to knowledge sharing at the regional level as a 
basis for mutual “learning by doing”. While some lessons simply have to be 
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learnt directly, easy access to good practices could expedite overall learning on 
how to foster trade reform and achieve development objectives.  

          Under this project, the first activity is therefore to take a first step in the 
direction of using collective knowledge for designing trade reforms. We trust 
that this Workshop will identify topics that could both benefit from and 
contribute to local research efforts, while contributing to new ideas and fresh 
thinking on how trade could also have societal value. 

Together with the Government of Macao Special Administrative Region, 
the UNESCAP secretariat plans to collaborate with development partners in the 
implementation of this project. 

We shall work closely with ARTNeT members whose expertise we 
appreciate greatly. ARTNeT is now two years old. It was the joint initiative of the 
UNESCAP secretariat and the International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), which remains the main donor of the Network. 

We also value the expertise of WTO research staff and WTO financial 
support, which continue to strengthen ARTNeT activities. 

Academicians from within and outside of the UNESCAP region will also 
be sharing their expertise with us. 

My special thanks go to the Macau University of Science and Technology, 
our local host for this Workshop. The University is an important potential 
partner that could serve as a centre of learning and repository of knowledge for 
future project activities. 

We thank all our partners and well-wishers for continuous support of our 
endeavors to assist economies in the UNESCAP region in formulating 
appropriate trade policies in the process of development and poverty reduction.   

I wish the Workshop all success.” 
 

Distinguished Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 That concludes the message of Mr. Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary of 
UNESCAP. 
  

Thank you. 
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