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SK-II: what is this?
Beauty products manufactured by P & G 
(Japan)
Sold in China, HK, Taiwan, Australia, the 
USA, Japan, Korea, Singapore, Malaysia 
and many other places
Used by women of course ! 
Skin whitening, wrinkle reduction etc: a 
Japanese secret of beauty (Pietra) 



Market in Asia

SK-II has large market share 
Mainly in HK, China, Malaysia, 
Taiwan, Singapore
High cost but consumers buy as 
essential beauty products
25 gram of SK-II Anti-aging De-
Wrinkle Essence costs = USD 
100=RMB 840  
Husbands –Beware !



What happened in China?
14 September 2006, Guangdong Bureau 
of Inspection and Quarantine (GDBIQ) 
found most of the SK-II products 
contained:
Chromium and neodymium 
Heavy metal, cancer causing substance
Chromium causes skin disease

Neodymium causes irritation of eyes and 
if inhaled may cause lung cancer 
First investigation initiated by China



Effect of News !

Consumers became jittery
Demanded payments from SK-II 
Import of SK-II products were 
banned in China
SK-II products were removed from 
the shelves.
All outlets of SK-II was closed down



Recent News !

On 25 October 2006 the General 
Administration of Quality 
Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine and the Ministry of 
Health made joint declaration:
“the neodymium and Chromium 
detected in SK-II cosmetics came 
from raw materials and only posed 
a minor hazard to consumer’s 
health if used properly”



SK-II resumed sales

P & G earlier said that it does not 
add banned materials during 
process
The joint declaration by the Chinese 
Authorities supports P & G’s 
position and also said;
“there has been no proved cases of 
health damage caused by the tiny 
amount of neodymium and 
chromium in the cosmetics so far”



What law says?
Regulations on Hygienic Standards for 
Cosmetics:
Cosmetics should not contain chromium 
and neodymium
Similar to the EU (76/768/EEC, Directive)
“These materials must not be added 
during the process”
“traces are allowed if they are 
technically unavoidable”
P & G claimed “it came through raw 
materials”



Acceptable Limit

Currently no established acceptable 
level of chromium and neodymium 
in cosmetics
No acceptable daily intake for 

neodymium
In Taiwan, Max trace level of 
Chromium = 13 ppm (SK-II 0.02-0.04 
ppm)
Daily intake of Chromium = 200 ug



Points to Ponder

If there is no acceptable limits 
(scientifically) then should a 
product be banned?
When traces of banned materials 
are found then should it be 
investigated further to check if it 
was added or found naturally (raw 
materials)?
Whose decisions should be 
followed? (EU is taking lead)



Points to Ponder-Contd.

What if two labs in the same 
country give different results?
What if a product is banned in one 
country but the same product is 
allowed in different countries (or 
different parts of the same 
country)? 
Should all “like products” or 
“similar products” be tested before 
banning one product? 



At the end

Lawyer cannot challenge scientists 
But as a lawyer we need to follow 
rules/criteria, due process and 
evidence
To avoid unfairness or injustice
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