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Background 

 
The objective of this seminar is to disseminate the latest outputs from a China-

funded ARTNeT project on trade facilitation and poverty1 and discuss the way forward 
for future research on trade facilitation for inclusive and sustainable growth. The 
Seminar is expected to be attended by about 20 invited participants, mainly experts 
with previous experience in trade facilitation and related research, as well as other trade 
and development economics researchers and policy analysts from developing countries. 
Besides further enhancing the dissemination of the existing project publication, this 
structured brainstorming seminar will provide essential inputs for the development of 
the future research agenda on trade facilitation for inclusive and sustainable growth in 
the context of the Rio+20 Outcome Document.2 In the context of this meeting, trade 
facilitation may be defined broadly as covering all measures (other than tariff 
reductions) aiming at reducing international trade costs and increasing supply chain 
efficiency. 
 
General Guidelines 
 

• Presenters will have 12 to 14 minutes (maximum 14 slides). See below for 
specific guidelines for sessions 1 and 2. 
 

• Discussants will have 4 to 6 minutes to provide their own perspective and 
suggestions on the topic, as well as comment on the information and suggestions 
provided in the presentations.  Discussants are encouraged to prepare a short 
written note in advance of the meeting and make their comments in such a way 
to promote floor discussion. 
 

• Presentations, written notes and other documents should be sent by email to Ms. 
Tavitra Ruyaphorn (ruyaphorn@un.org), copied to Mr. Rajan Ratna 
(ratna@un.org), as soon as possible and before Wednesday 4 September 2013, so 
they may be circulated to discussants and other participants. 
 

• All invited participants regardless of whether they are listed in the programme 
as presenters or discussants are expected to actively contribute to the meeting. 

                                                           
1 http://www.unescap.org/tid/artnet/call/call-tfpr.pdf  
2 http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N11/476/10/PDF/N1147610.pdf?OpenElement  
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All those interested are welcome to submit written notes providing their 
perspective on trade facilitation and inclusive growth for circulation at or after 
the meeting. 
 

Specific guideline for Session 1 on “Trade facilitation and poverty reduction: Key insights from 
ARTNeT and other studies & way forward” 

 
Each speaker is expected to deliver a brief presentation on findings and key 

insights from research they or their institute has conducted on trade facilitation and 
poverty reduction, in particular their recent research papers produced in the context of 
the ARTNeT Trade Facilitation and Poverty Reduction project. Presentations should 
focus on research gaps/challenges identified and suggestions for future research in this 
area. 
 
Specific guideline for Session 2 & 3 on “Trade facilitation for inclusive and sustainable growth: 
Recent research & future research agenda” 
  

Each speaker is expected to deliver a brief presentation on his or his organization 
recent research related to trade facilitation, and trade facilitation for inclusive and 
sustainable growth in particular. Speakers may discuss how their current research has 
helped (or not) to establish a link between trade facilitation (specific measures and areas 
of trade facilitation if possible) and inclusive and sustainable growth. On that basis, 
they may suggest specific elements of a future research agenda on the topic, or identify 
approaches and methodologies they think are most appropriate. 
 

If you have any questions, comments and suggestions on your contribution to 
and preparation for the meeting, please contact Mr. Rajan Ratna (ratna@un.org), copied 
to Mr. Yann Duval (duvaly@un.org). 
 

********** 
 
 

mailto:ratna@un.org
mailto:duvaly@un.org

